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ECO FACT: Tissue paper is a major source of waste. It takes 60,000,000 trees to make 1 year's worth of tissues for the world. 

 


By Fred Giliberti  

We all know about the three R’s that help save the environment: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.  
While many people think of the R’s as separate entities, some are combining them into one 

creative, fun, and innovative act.  Enter: Upcycling!  

Upcycling is the art of beautifying, enhancing, and repurposing your waste.  
Through upcycling, old bathtubs become flower boxes, windows transform into 
coffee tables, and light bulbs turn into flower vases.   This process prevents 
waste all together, using less energy that it would take to recycle the products, 
leaving you with a totally unique work of art when you’re finished.  Let your 

creative juices flow and find a new purpose for your waste.   

Weupcycle.com is blog founded by two Austrian students that have taken   
upcycling to whole new level! Their goal is to create a new upcycled project for 
30 straight days and share the techniques and ideas to upcycling enthusiasts 
around the world.  From fashionable scarves made from old t-shirts to chic 
lamps made of hangers; take a look on the site and check out what’s being  

upcycled today!     

Their website says, “Our enthusiasm for this project is due to the huge amount 
of beautiful products you can create out of waste material. We are fascinated 
by simple design that conveys such an immense message against our throwaway 
society.”  Their goal is to take 30 simple things and make them into unique, 
new and improved projects.  Additionally, for every upcycler that contributes 
their work to the blog, the students will extend their project for a day.  They 

ask: “Find trash, be creative and post your masterpieces!”   

I encourage you to take that challenge! 

                
                 
              
                   
                
                 
                  
                    
                
                    
             
        

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=all&pid=8737597&id=742625852&psids%5B0%5D=1336380003&psids%5B1%5D=34207435
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Congratulations to all of our graduating seniors!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, a special congratulations to those graduating with departmental honors!  

 Kate Gardella 

Michael Varco 

Kaitlin Fischer 

Josef Ehntholt 

Tony Jackson 

Maryann Gulotta 

Victoria Nielsen 

Sara McClurg 

Christine Hannigan 

Carly Smith 

Gauri Joshi  

Alison Antiz 

Cheslea Simkins 

Michael Pensabene 

Alanna Higgins 

Victoria Bingham 

Graceanne Wayser 
 

Lila Nadelmann 

Congratulations to our 2011 Award Winners! 

George F. Clark  Academic Excellence & Service Award  

Kathryn Gardella, Kaitlin Fischer, and Rachel Weinrich  

Andrew P. Vayda Outstanding Scholar Award  

Michael Varco  

Major of the Minors 

Chelsea Kahn 



 

Chelsea Kahn– Co Editor . 

Chelsea is graduating with BS in Marine Science with a minor in EPIB.  The day after 
graduation she is leaving to start her European backpacking adventure.  When she re-
turns to the States, she intends to get a job in the field of conservation of marine areas.   

Alanna Higgins Staff Writer  

Alanna is graduating with a BS in EPIB with departmental honors.  She accepted a          
management position with Wegmans Food Markets as a Management Trainee and is    
training over the summer in New Jersey. In September Alanna is moving to Massachusetts 
to open a new store; she is excited for the new opportunity and to live in a new place and 
plans to use her knowledge gained here to help Wegmans become more sustainable! 



      
                  
             
                 
               
        

Christian Rathbone Staff Writer  

After graduation, Chris plans on getting a management position with Clean Ocean Action for the summer 
(and hopefully longer).  In 2012, after some debt is paid off, he would like to return to school to get his 
MBA in environmental sustainability or a similar field.  Long term goals include working for the NJDEP or 
USEPA to get some valuable experience in a government agency, and he eventually wants to own his own 

business providing consultation services to companies looking to go green. 

Rachel Plunkett Staff Writer   
Rachel will be doing an informal education internship with the Communicating Ocean    

Sciences to Informal Audiences (COSIA) program, which is run by Rutgers IMCS and the 

Liberty Science Center. Since she’ll already be here at Rutgers, Rachel plans to assist with 

research on the effects of dam removal on American shad migrations in the Raritan River 

and help out with the RU-25 glider mission that will launch later this summer! 

Chelsea Simkins Staff Writer  

Chelsea is receiving departmental honors as an EPIB major and is graduating with a minor in environmental and 
business economics. After graduation Chelsea is going to Long Beach Island to be a Nature Studies Instructor 
at the LBI Foundation of the Arts and Sciences teaching 7-12 year olds. She would also like to  continue her 
work with Barnegat Bay in the future, and is looking into waste water and storm water  management. She also 
plans to enroll in a program to become a certified recycling coordinator.  





The EPIB Family The EPIB Family The EPIB Family 
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  BLOGGING AND PODCASTING  FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

The Environmental Communication Clinic gives students a chance to apply their 

communication and problem-solving skills while gaining some hands-on experience 

that will help them in the job market. Working in groups, students develop audio 

and video podcasts to promote environmentally responsible behavior on campus. 

 

On May 3, 2011, students, staff and faculty walked the green carpet to see the 

premiere of this semester’s podcasts.  

 

Interested in this course for Spring 2012?  

Students of all majors are welcome, special permission numbers are required.  

Email Professor Caron Chess (chess_c@aesop.ruters.edu) for more info!  

Enjoy the videos!  

The event was a huge success! 
We’re not sure who had more fun 
-- the students or the professors.                                  

In total, we managed to raise 
$400 for SEA and Japan Relief.  

Thank you for all of your support! 

Make the most of 
yourself, for that 
is all there is of 

you. 
 - Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Spring 2011’s Projects focused on... 
sustainable tailgating 

plastic water bottle use on campus 

and  

the Rutgers bike share program. 
 

Check out what these students accomplished this se-

mester by visiting the Human Ecology Department’s 

YouTube Channel... 

http://www.youtube.com/user/HumEcoDpt 

Happynews.com found ten cars that have surprisingly high gas mileage–  We still love the Toyota Prius, but we 
like a little variety, too. Here’s what they had to say about these new discoveries:  

Audi Q7 TDI- With the Q7 you really can average 25 mpg on a long trip, you do have to fuel it with diesel, which costs a bit more 
than gasoline, but you will only have to do that every 600-something miles!! 

Buick LaCrosse eAssist- Here’s a midsized Buick — with all the luxury the brand implies — that delivers 37 mpg on the highway. 
Because of the compact size of the “eAssist” mild hybrid system, the rear seats fold flat for a pass-through from the trunk — a 
feature that isn’t available in full hybrid sedans because the space behind the seat is occupied by electric drive electronics. 

Chevrolet Equinox-  Chevy has dropped in a brawny-but-smooth four-cylinder that delivers 32 mpg in highway driving, and buy-
ers have been snapping them up as fast as the company can build them. 

Chevrolet Corvette-  No one buys sports cars for their fuel economy, but wouldn’t it be nice if some ludicrously fast 430 hp rocket 
also delivered 26 mpg on the highway? Well, here it is.  

They also recognized the Ford Fusion Hybrid, Ford F-150, Honda Odyssey, Hyundai Sonata, Hyundai Elantra and 
Volkswagen Passat.  For more info on these vehicles and their mileage details, visit: 

http://www.happynews.com/news/552011/ten-cars-surprising-gas-mileage.htm.  

http://youtube.com/user/HumanEcoDpt
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The EPIB Chronicler: Environmental News Highlights 
Section 1, Page 1                                                                                                                                  Est. 2009 

EUROPE BIDS TO 'HALT' BIODIVERSITY LOSS 
Roddy Thomson – Wed May 4 

BRUSSELS  – Europe set new targets to halt a mainly man-made loss of species 
costing billions each year as campaigners called for tougher environmental de-
mands on farmers.  "It's our natural capital that we are spending too fast -- and we 
all know what happens when we borrow beyond our means," said European Union 
environment commissioner Janez Potocnik.  In the EU, around one in four species 
are considered "threatened with extinction," he said. Worldwide, species and natural 
habitats are lost at "alarming rates... up to 1,000 times the natural rate." 

Eighty-eight percent of fish stocks 
are either "overexploited or signifi-
cantly depleted," as are a quarter of 
animal species, including 
"mammals, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and butterflies.  Potocnik was 
unveiling new guidelines for EU 
governments to follow in a call to 
arms for the bloc's 27 member 
states, and insisted national treasur-
ies would be making "a much 
smarter investment" by focusing on 
prevention rather than a cure.  The 
Slovenian commissioner said it 
should be a condition for obtaining 
grants that EU farmers respect environmental engagements, and suggested that fish 
whose stocks are low should not be pulled out of the sea.  Alberto Arroyo, a conser-
vation expert at the World Wildlife Federation, said the commission had signaled 
"good intentions," but stressed meaningful action would only come with reform of 
the EU's budget, 40 percent of which goes on farm subsidies. Reformers who want 
radical changes to agricultural, fisheries and development funding, saying subsidies 
should be conditional on environmental targets. Breaking the cycle there will be the 
"real test," he said of whether political leaders realize "what biodiversity is and why 
it is so important to us."  European Parliament lawmaker Sandrine Belier, who 
stands on a Green ticket, likewise said Tuesday's strategy was "too flimsy," and 
lacked "concrete measures" to enable the EU to reach its revised 2020 objective. 

So far, scientists have identified 1.9 million species (perhaps five percent of all liv-
ing things), and between 16,000 and 18,000 new ones, essentially microscopic, are 
documented each year.  Eighteen percent of EU land is covered by legislation to 
protect the environment, under a program of designated 'Natura' territories, but only 
four percent of coastal and marine areas enjoy similarly safeguards.  In one striking 
example, Potocnik said some "35 percent of food resources... depend on pollination 
by bees and other pollinators" and cited research that insect pollination in the EU 
has "an estimated economic value of 15 billion euros per year."  He said the 
"uncontrolled spread on non-native land of animals or insects" from other habitats 
"causes some 12.5 billion euros worth of damage each year in the EU."  The Euro-
pean Commission readily admitted that 2010 EU targets were badly missed, hence 
the recalibration after a United Nations conference set out global goals last year in 
Nagoya, Japan.  The new Brussels strategy followed commitments made by EU 
leaders in March 2010 -- to "halt" the loss of EU biodiversity by 2020, and "protect, 
value and restore" EU biodiversity by 2050.  Lost "mainly due to changes in land 
use, pollution, the over-exploitation of resources, the uncontrolled spread of non-
native species and climate change," Potocnik set out a six-pronged approach to 
tackling the problem. 

He listed: "Full implementation" of existing nature protection legislation; 
"increased use" of green infrastructure; "sustainability of agriculture and forestry" 
activities; "safeguarding" fish stocks; controlling invasive species; and "stepping 
up" the EU's contribution to global action. 

Articles from news.yahoo.com 

CLIMATE SCIENTISTS TOLD 
TO 'STOP SPEAKING IN CODE' 
By Karl Ritter—                  
Wed May 4  
 

COPENHAGEN, Den-
mark – Scientists at a 
major conference on Arc-
tic warming were told 
Wednesday to use plain 
language to explain the 
dramatic melt in the region to a world reluctant to take 
action against climate change. 

An authoritative report released at the meeting of nearly 
400 scientists in Copenhagen showed melting ice in the 
Arctic could help raise global sea levels by as much as 5 
feet this century, much higher than earlier projections. 

James White, of the University of Colorado at Boulder, 
told fellow researchers to use simple words and focus on 
the big picture when describing their research to a wider 
audience. Focusing too much on details could blur the 
basic science, he said: "If you put more greenhouse gases 
in the atmosphere, it will get warmer." 

Prominent U.S. climate scientist Robert Corell said re-
searchers must try to reach out to all parts of society to 
spread awareness of the global implications of the Arctic 
melt.  "Stop speaking in code. Rather than 
'anthropogenic,' you could say 'human caused,'" Corell 
said.   The Arctic has been warming twice as fast as the 
global average in recent decades, and the latest five-year 
period is the warmest since measurements began in the 
19th century, according to the report by the Arctic Moni-
toring and Assessment Program — a scientific body set 
up by the eight Arctic rim countries. 

The report emphasized "the need for greater urgency" in 
combating global warming. But nations remain bogged 
down in their two-decade-long talks on reducing emis-
sions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases 
blamed for global warming. 

The World Bank's special envoy for climate change, An-
drew Steer, said the new findings "are a cause for great 
concern." The sea rise will affect millions in both rich 
and poor countries, but would particularly affect the 
poor, he said, because "they tend to live in the lowest 
lying land and have the fewest resources to adapt." 

Steer said bank studies showed the costs of major flood-
ing events on infrastructure and the economy could run 
into billions of dollars. "It is clear that we are not on 
track in the battle against climate change," he said. 

Bogi Hansen, an expert on ocean currents from the 
Faeroe Islands, said one problem is that scientists can 
come off as unsure about conclusions because they are 
reluctant to talk about anything with 100 percent certain-
ty.  White, the Colorado scientist, agreed. At a news con-
ference later Wednesday, he said those opposed to rein-
ing in fossil fuels "sow the seeds of doubt that give the 
people the impression that ... unless every single one of 
us lines up behind an idea, that decisions can't be taken."  

The AMAP report will be delivered to U.S. Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton and the foreign ministers of Cana-
da, Iceland, Norway, Denmark, Sweden, Finland and 
Russia, at an Arctic Council meeting in Greenland next 
week. 
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Come celebrate graduation on Sunday, May 15  

School of Environmental and              
Biological Science graduates      

will then be recognized at                 
Passion Puddle                             

2:00 pm  
Keep in mind—seating is provided for        

graduates only. All others are encouraged to 
bring their own chairs. 

 
   
  

 
For Career Day in April at Shady Grove Elementary School in 
Henrico, Va., kids heard a local plastic surgeon describe his spe-
cialty, but not until afterward did parents learn that the surgeon 
had brought along saline breast implants as props (which he 
passed around for the kids to handle). Many parents were out-
raged, and even one calmer parent commented, "Career Day 
sure isn't what it once was." 

Bobblehead dolls may be popular baseball giveaways, but as 
part of the local "Green Sports Alliance" demonstrating concern 
for the environment, the Seattle Mariners announced in March 
that for several games this season, fans would get free bags of 
compost (made from food and other items discarded at Mari-
ners games). 

LaShay Simmons, 22, was charged in March in Houston with 
theft of about 250 Sprint phones by (according to police) order-
ing 10 to 20 phones at a time under the names of legitimate 
businesses, but then calling Sprint back later to change the de-
livery location. However, she always made the callbacks using 
her own easily traceable Sprint phone. 
















